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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general, social, and economic conditions of farmers
2) opinions of farmers regarding herbal production 3) knowledge in herbal production of farmers 4) needs for the
extension on herbal production of farmers 5) the analysis of appropriate extension guidelines for herbal
production in the area of Bang Pakong district, Chachoengsao province. The population was 523 plant production
farmers in the area of Bang Pakong district, Chachoengsao province who had registered with the department of
agricultural extension in the production year 2023/2024. The sample size of 147 people was determined by using
Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.07 through simple random sampling method by drawing the
names of the farmers as per predetermined ratio. Data were collected by using interview forms and were
analyzed by using statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard
deviation, and ranking. The results of the research found that 1) more than half of farmers were male with the
average age of 56.53 years old, married, completed lower secondary school education, had the average rented
agricultural area of 35.47 Rai, earned the average income from the agricultural sector of 5,631.63 Baht/Rai, earned
the average income outside of the agricultural sector of 132,395.82 Baht/year, and had the average household
liabilities of 188,925.93 Baht. 32.7% of farmers had experience in vegetable production. More than half of them
never had experience in producing herbs according to herbal champion policy. However, 58.5% used to receive
the knowledge regarding herbal production. 2) The opinions of farmers regarding herbal production of farmers in
the area of Bang Pakong district, Chachoengsao province were at the low level in area appropriateness, decision
power, and readiness in the production of farmers. 3) Farmers had knowledge at the highest level on the
utilization of herbal plants and the types of herbs. The aspects where farmers had the least knowledge were on
production and reproduction, maintenance, and appropriate product harvesting. 4) The needs for extension,
overall, of farmers were at the moderate level. It revealed that regarding the extensionist, they needed the
extension from the agricultural extension officers at the top of the list. Regarding the content, they needed to
receive the extension on the accurate way of product harvesting that match with the needs of the market at the
highest level. For the extension method, they needed the group extension at the highest level. 5) The extension
guidelines from the analysis of the research included the extension by focusing on group meeting, meeting
organization to provide knowledge that related to the importance of herbal production according to the policy
and knowledge about production method, reproduction method, product harvesting that is on high demand in
the market in an accurate and appropriate manners along with the appropriate resource management through

agricultural extension officers in the area.

Keywords: Extension guideline, Need, Herbal production, Herbal champion
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